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ABSTRACT:

The unenviable status of women in Montenegro is well documented in recent years.
Research done by different NGOs, official statistics, as well as Council of Europe reports
the inequality between man and women in different spheres of life. In order to
understand why this is, the article examines the specific path of women’s emancipation
in Montenegro. The retraditionalization that took place in the 1990s, both in the former
Yugoslavia and in other socialist countries, brings a return to traditional values as well
as renunciation of the ideas that Communism brought. However, the unenviable
position of women in these countries is not as pronounced as in Montenegro. Hence, it
is important to investigate what is “the traditional” when it comes to women in
Montenegro. What ideas and perceptions about women did Montenegrin society return

to in the 1990s, when it renounced most of its Communist legacy?

KEY WORDS:

Montenegro; Gender Inequality; Women; Socialism; Tradition;

1 JOVANA DJURIC Ph.D. candidate at the Department of Ethnology and Cultural Anthropology at the Faculty of Arts, Charles
University. She obtained her master's degree in 2019 from Charles University, focusing on the (un)conditionality of turbofolk
as a music genre. Her areas of research include theories of nationalism, ethnic conflicts, and gender studies. The topic of her
doctoral dissertation is the Position of Women in Montenegro in the 20th and 21st centuries.


mailto:jovanadjuric58@gmail.com

MONTENEGRIN JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL SCIENCE ¢ Volume 7. 2023. Issue 2  MJSS 164 |

SAZETAK:

Nezavidan polozaj Zena u Crnoj Gori dobro je dokumentovan u posljednjih nekoliko
godina. Istrazivanja koja su sproveli razli¢ite nevladine organizacije, zvani¢ne statistike,
kao i izvjestaji Savjeta Evrope, pokazuju neravnopravnosti izmedu muskaraca i zena u
razli¢itim sferama Zivota. Kako bismo razumjeli zasto je to tako, ¢lanak istrazuje
specifican put emancipacije Zena u Crnoj Gori. Retradicionalizacija koja se dogodila
devedesetih godina proslog vijeka, kako u bivSoj Jugoslaviji tako i u drugim
socijalistickim zemljama, donosi povratak tradicionalnim vrijednostima, kao i
odricanje od ideja koje je komunizam donio. Medutim, nezavidan poloZaj zena u ovim
zemljama nije tako izrazen kao u Crnoj Gori. Stoga je vazno istraziti Sta se smatra
"tradicionalnim" kada je u pitanju polozaj Zena u Crnoj Gori. Na koje ideje i percepcije
o zenama se crnogorsko drustvo vratilo devedesetih godina, kada je vecina

komunisticke bastine napustena?
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